THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE A PREACTIVITY for analyzing America’s most important document
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It’s the most famous document in our country’s history, and it’s the focal point of our most cherished national holiday.  It has been quoted over and over through the years by leaders and citizens from around the world.  It’s the Declaration of Independence.  But why was it written?  What did it say?  What was its impact? In order to start looking at the first American government, we must review this most important document. To begin, we need to have a little bit of context.
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TO BEGIN – Whenever you examine a primary source, you need to establish some CONTEXT.  Context helps set the stage for understanding the document by providing background information and placing the document in a historical setting.  Listen to the “DOI Context VoiceThread” available online and complete the following sentence stems about the setting for the Declaration of Independence.
What is CONTEXT?

Some of the colonists’ major complaints about the British rule during the late 1700s were … 
The Second Continental Congress agreed to meet in Philadelphia in May of 1775 because …
Most delegates to the Congress expected …
Before declaring independence, the Congress did a few other things, like … 

Many of the delegates began to “drift” toward breaking away from British rule because …

Thomas Paine’s Common Sense influenced many of the delegates by saying …
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Now it’s time to turn to the actual Declaration of Independence.  It is available in your textbook and online in various places.  It’s not very long – only 1328 words – and it is divided into some obvious sections. Read the Declaration, listen to the podcast online as you read, and fill in the document analysis form below.   
Written Document Analysis Worksheet

Document – Declaration of Independence

TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Check one): 

___ Newspaper 

___ Letter 

___ Patent 

___ Memorandum

___ Map
___ Telegram 

___ Press release 
___ Report   

___ Advertisement 

___ Other

DATE(S) OF DOCUMENT: 




AUTHOR (OR CREATOR) OF THE DOCUMENT: 




POSITION (TITLE): 

FOR WHAT AUDIENCE(S) WAS THE DOCUMENT WRITTEN?

DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
A. List three things the author said that you think are important: 

B. Why do you think this document was written?

C. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the document.

D. List two things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was written:

E. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document:
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Friday is your lucky day – you get to analyze parts of the Declaration of Independence (again).  We will be looking at the document and listening to some famous actors read it as a performance.  It’s pretty cool – and a great way to begin our look at American government.  Think about it – no Declaration of Independence, no American history class.  What a nightmare! (Check out some of the cool DOI links if you get the chance)
