	
	NHD Topic Selection Sheet  Individual
	EXAMPLE


Use this worksheet to help you select a topic for this year’s National History Day theme of THE INDIVIDUAL IN HISTORY.  This sheet must be completed, TYPED, and turned in by MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29.  You may submit it via email to mtaft@usmk12.org.
My broad or general area of interest is … 

The Civil Rights Movement
My narrow topic idea is … 

John Lewis and the Selma March for Voting Rights, 1965
This topic applies to the History Day theme of “THE INDIVIDUAL IN HISTORY” because …
John Lewis was one of the organizers of the March 7, 1965 march for voting rights in Alabama.  His committeemen to nonviolence and his personal courage as he crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge were hallmarks of the Civil Rights Movement.  His actions and the resulting reaction from the Alabama State Troopers led to an increase in the public outcry against southern segregation.

I am interested in this topic because …

The Civil Rights movement has always interested me, but I traveled throughout the south this summer trying to learn more.  I learned a great deal about the Selma March (something I did not know as much about previously) , and I was very intrigued by the personal courage of John Lewis and others.  I actually walked across the Edmund Pettus Bridge myself and followed the march backwards from Montgomery to Selma.

Some key words, people, places, and dates related to my topic that I will use to search for information are …

Selma, John Lewis, Selma to Montgomery March, Bloody Sunday, Edmund Pettus Bridge, Hosea Williams, March 7, 1965,  George Wallace
Some “How” and “Why” questions I have about my topic are …
What was going on in the South and in Alabama cause the march?
What role did John Lewis play in the march? What did others say about him and his leadership?

What challenges did Lewis and the other leaders face in organizing the march?

What was the overall impact of the march? (“So what?”)

How did the media cover the march?
Some primary sources that I will try to find include …
· Firsthand accounts of individuals that participated in the March
· Firsthand accounts of members of the Alabama government and police force

· Newspaper accounts from the South and North describing the event

· Documentary film clips and photos showing the event and the response of the police

· Interviews with John Lewis
Some resources that we have already found include (in proper form) …

Aretha, David.  Selma and the Voting Rights Act. Greensboro, N.C. : Morgan Reynolds Publishers.  2008
Fager, Charles E..  Selma, 1965. New York: Scribner, 1974.
Reed, Roy.  ALABAMA POLICE USE GAS AND CLUBS TO ROUT NEGROES.  The New York Times New York Times (1857-Current file); Mar 8, 1965; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New York Times (1851 - 2005)
PBS. “Bridge to Freedom “. Eyes on the Prize.  PBS Video.  Supporting website available at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/story/10_march.html. 

Wexler, Sanford. An Eyewitness History of the Civil Rights Movement. New York : Checkmark Books, 1993. 

Some places that I will try to contact for information include …

The National Civil Rights Museum (http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/)

The National Park Service – (http://www.nps.gov/semo/) 
The Lowndes County Interpretive Center
The Southern Christian Leadership Conference (http://www.sclcnational.org/)

Some people that I can contact for information or assistance include …

Congressman John Lewis

Librarians at the Milwaukee Public Library
I’m looking for more – help!
I am going to develop the following organizational system for my project …

I plan to use a three ring binder for all of my resources that I collect, if they are in paper of copy form.  I will be taking notes on a computer, and I plan to organize all of my notes using a wiki space.  This will help me to include web links, and also I will be able to access it from any computer in any place.
I am thinking about selecting the following category for my project (this may change):

	Paper
	Documentary
	Performance
	Exhibit
	Website


I will remain positive in the research process by …
Not procrastinating, especially in contacting the outside resources in Birmingham.  If they give me information, I am sure it will only add to the excitement of the project.  I will also really try to complete the project in order to learn, instead of just simply completing it for the grade, since my mean history teacher is making me do it.  Actually, he’s a pretty nice guy …
Any questions for Taft?

What do you think is the best approach for contacting different historical places and organizations?
Am I on the right track?
· I have completed an individual contract and have turned it in to Mr. Taft
____________________________________________________________________________

TAFT COMMENTS AND EVALUATION

WOW – You are really ready to go here!  Your topic is a great one, since it is personal to you and it fits the theme very well.  You should have no problem finding secondary source material, but the primary source material will be a little harder to come by – so get on it.  I suggest you use the New York Times historical files that Mrs. E. has on the library website, and also check Alabama newspapers for possible back issues.  Contact the places you mentioned right away with a nice and professional letter, email, or phone call.  You should be able to find the information on their websites. I suggest that you also look at the different perspectives on the March.  Did all civil rights leaders support it?  Overall, you have a great topic, some solid ideas, excellent questions, and an okay start on resource. Start reading a general book for context, and then dig in to those primary sources.  See me for help!
Topic Selection Evaluation

	Ugh
	Okay …
	Nice job!
	Oh yeah!!

	Little to no thought or effort put into selection of written responses

Incomplete or missing responses

You are nowhere near ready to research

Selection sheet turned in very late

Individual contract not turned in 

You aren’t taking this project very seriously
	Some effort is obvious, but more thought and effort is necessary’

Responses are sparse and basic

There is still a little work to do in order to get ready for research

Selection sheet turned in late

Individual contract not turned in
	Solid effort put forth in most responses

Responses are complete, with one or two needing more information

You are ready to start researching their topic

Selection sheet turned in on time

Individual contract turned in
	Excellent effort is obvious in all responses

You are already ahead of the game in researching your topic

Selection sheet turned in on time

Individual contract turned in

You mean business on the project!


