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NATIONAL HISTORY DAY
Paper Planning Document
MAKE SURE YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND THE OFFICIAL RULES FOR THIS CATEGORY, AVAILABLE ONLINE!

Topic:

Why are you choosing this project category?

Thesis:
Your National History Day paper is much different than a report, since you will be presenting and defending a thesis, using multiple primary sources.  Like any research project, an NHD paper must have an organized structure in order to tell the story of the research and help support the thesis.  Your most important aspect of your planning is your outline, which is your next step.  Develop you outline using the format below.  Make sure you identify in your outline locations of primary sources and citations.  I will meet with all students who choose to write a paper to discuss citation format.
I. Introduction with thesis

II. Body 

A. Topic 

1. detail

2. detail

3. detail

4. detail

B. Topic 

1. detail

2. detail

3. detail

4. detail

C. Topic 

1. detail

2. detail

3. detail

4. detail

D. Topic 

1. detail

2. detail

3. detail

4. detail

III. Conclusion 

























Obviously, your paper should be longer than six paragraphs, and the number of details will change for each body paragraph





Identify where primary source and secondary source quotes will go, but don’t list the full quote in the outline – just the first few words





Make sure your outline has a logical flow





Make sure you have supported your thesis





Think about it this way …


Tell the audience what you will prove


Prove it


Tell them what you have proven














