Tips for Reading Your Child’s Report Card and Teacher Comments

By Paul Salerno LCSW
Lower School/Middle School Counselor

I have a few suggestions for you as you receive your child’s report card and comments and prepare for Parent-Teacher conferences. Your reaction to your child's report card and teacher comments has a greater effect on your child than you may realize.  Here are some suggestions for making report card time a positive learning experience:

1. Read the whole report card and all the teacher comments before reacting.

2. Identify the specific strengths that are listed on the report card and comments and write these down on a sheet of paper.

3. Identify any concerns that are listed and write these down on a sheet of paper.

4. Talk with your child calmly about the strengths and the concerns.

· Be sure to start with their strengths.

· Focus then on any areas that need improvement. Let your child know that you and their teacher want them to be successful in school.

· Ask your child if there is anything that they think that they could do differently at school during the next marking period to help improve the areas of concern.  Discuss with them your ideas.  Write these down and bring them with you to parent teacher conferences.

5. Remember that a report card is just one measure of your child.  All children have plenty of strengths and their learning is ongoing.

6. During conferences, ask her/his teachers for any suggestions that they have for your child.  Develop a plan to carry out these suggestions.

7. Follow through on the plan developed at conferences.

There are many resources here at school for you and your child. Your child’s advisor or classroom teachers should be the first people you contact to help problem solve with you. Other resources available to you are the school counselors, the Academic Dean, the Dean of Students, and the Head of the Middle School. Do not hesitate to contact any of them. All of them want your child to be successful and enjoy school.

