FRIDAY JOURNAL RUBRIC- November 06      

    
The purpose of the Friday Journal is to increase fluency in writing. Overall, we want to improve in the areas of the six traits: ideas, organization, word choice, sentence fluency, voice and conventions.  Since writing skills will be practiced daily, the expectations for the Friday Journal will increase over time. Here are the current expectations.

FORMAT

1. ________ (5 points) The appropriate heading should appear. Your name and date should be in the upper right hand corner, and a title should be on the top line.
2.  _______ (10 points)      The page length must be 1 full page on loose leaf or 1 full page (double-spaced) using the computer.
ORGANIZATION

3. _______ (10 points)   The journal must have a beginning, middle and end.

4. _______ (10 points)   For expository pieces you should use paragraph structure: topic sentences, examples and details.

IDEAS


5. _______ (10 points)   The ideas should be meaty (substance). 

WORD CHOICE 

6. _______ (5 points)  You use “spicy” words instead of dull words.
VOICE
7. _______ (5 points)   Your tone of voice should reflect your personality and your feelings about the topic.
SENTENCE FLUENCY

8. _______ (5 points) You avoid starting each sentence with the same few words. ( I went to….. I went to…. I went to…)

CONVENTIONS

9. _______(10 points)  Spelling must be as accurate as possible.
· If you are handwriting your journal, you must underline 5 words that you are unsure of and then check those words so that they are spelled correctly. 

· If you are computer processing your journal, then you must use spell-check .
10. _______ (5 points)  You should indent to make a new paragraph  any time there is a new topic.
11. _______ (5 points)  There should be correct sentence structure with capitals for the first word in the sentence and the correct punctuation at the end.
12. _______ (5 points) You should capitalize appropriately.

12. _______ (5 points)  You should have no run-ons or fragments.  
90 points

