BIOGRAPHY INFORMATION NEEDED 06-07
GOALS:      
· To encourage children to learn about a famous person through a biography.
· To encourage children to read and learn how to read expository text. 
· To encourage the reading of an entire expository biography.

· To enhance note-taking skills from an expository book.

· To assemble a 5-minute cohesive speech based upon the notes.  

REQUIREMENTS FOR A BIOGRAPHY BOOK THAT WILL SERVE THIS BIOGRAPHY PROJECT
· Expository text is required.  Even though some biography books offer great “storified” or “narratives” about a person’s life, the objective is to learn how to read expository text.
· Unlike a traditional research project, this fifth grade biography project requires the reading of an entire book, rather than the reading of clips of information from a variety of sources.  

· Because the project requires information about specific aspects of a person’s life, the book must contain this type of information:  

1. childhood (where born and raised, family, friends, schooling, hobbies)

2. achievements (throughout the life of the person)

3. influences  (what or who were the influences in the person’s life and why)
4. challenges  (what or who were the problems throughout the life of the person)

5. other information from adulthood (family, friends, hobbies and other career information)

· Biography choices can include anybody famous except those from the pop culture and those who are infamous.  
· Since students have varied reading levels and varied background knowledge, it will be important for each child to choose a book that will serve his/her reading needs.  A book on Oppenheimer might be a great fit for someone who already knows something about atomic bombs and has at least an 8th grader reading level.  However, this same book would not be a good fit for someone without the background knowledge or level of reading.  Likewise, a book that is simpler may not be challenging enough for certain readers. 
· Most children’s biographies that work for this project seem to be about 100 pages long.  This adapts best to the average readers.
· The books that have been the most successful for fifth graders will offer enough background knowledge of an era of time, but will not dwell on the era at the expense of detracting from the biographical person.  
· As always, situations arise where flexibility in these guidelines will be used to better serve the student.
