“Letters in Block”
Name Design Lesson
Objectives:














1. The students will become aware of the similarities and differences between various letter styles.

2. The students will use their imaginations to create or modify a style of lettering

3. The students will demonstrate a successful use of space, balancing their composition

4. The students will use good craftsmanship when drawing and adding color

Motivation:














Class period # 1

Review lettering styles that students are familiar with.  What type of lettering do you usually do?  When might lettering be an important part of a job?

What can letters express? (Consider style, occasion, title, feelings, individual ideas etc.)

Show examples of project that will represent the cover of their art binders.  Explain the basic procedure allowing for creative ideas to come from the students.  Demonstrate the initial steps stressing the importance of a balanced composition. Share successful and unsuccessful examples of projects in progress.

Class period # 1

Review concepts from last class.  Distribute patterns and papers.

Set expectations for outlining and coloring designs.

Media:















9x11 white drawing paper
Pencils, erasers

Rulers

3x5 index cards

Scissors

Extra fine and ultra fine pointed Sharpies

Colored pencils, crayons, markers

Handout on lettering styles

Examples of student work in progress
Art Production:  Graphic Design












Design Theory: line, shape, color, composition, balance, unity

Technique:

1. Plan the number of letters to be used.  Nicknames may be used if they are appropriate.

2. Cut index card into a shape to be used as a stencil/tracer for each letter of your name. The cards shape may be altered any way within reason.  It should be large enough to hold a letter and fit on the paper for as many letters as you have in your name

3. Carefully plan placement of shapes onto your paper.  You may work horizontally or vertically.  You may overlap and go off the page.  Be sure to have a balanced use of space!

4. Use familiar lettering styles or make up a new idea for each letter in the box/shape.  Begin by practicing on binder paper to later put into your binder.  Your letters may have a specific theme as may your overall drawing.  For example: flowers, ice-cream, geometric shapes, under the sea etc…

5. Once your letters are determined and drawn into the shapes, plan the remainder of your drawing.  Add more shapes to background, include new ideas for your theme, create line patterns etc…  After all drawing is complete, outline pencil lines with sharpie.

6. Add color!!!  You may use crayons, colored pencils, or markers.  Combine two or all three!  Be sure to think about placement of your colors – have a plan!

7. Completed art is to be placed in the front cover of your Art Binder!

Closure:














As students work, encourage them to take their time and plan!  Consider how color will enhance their artwork and impact the final design.  
1. Did students demonstrate their awareness of the similarities and differences between lettering styles?

2. Did students create a balanced composition?

3. Did students use their imaginations and creativity throughout the lettering and background?

4. Was good craftsmanship displayed?

Art Heritage:













No specific artist was used for this lesson; however, graphic design and graphic artists are an important part of our everyday lives.  It is an art form that we see all around us.  Discuss with the students the importance of eye catching graphics and specific lettering styles.
Student Example:
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