“Colorful Camouflage”
Grade Seven
National Standards: # 1 Understanding and applying media, techniques and processes; #2 Using the elements of art and principles of design

Objectives:













1. Students will begin to develop a better understanding of how the elements of art and principles of design are used to develop a work of art.

2. Students will be able to recognize and identify a work of art as abstract and non-objective.

3. Students will explore the color blending properties of oil pastels.

4. Students will design a successful composition using organic and geometric shapes to create a non-objective work o f art.

5. Students will discuss how mood may affect color choices in a work of art.

Motivation:













Day One:

 Review the terms realistic, non-objective and abstract from previous class periods.

Share slide presentation on Non-Objective works of art by various artists such as Piet Mondrian, Paul Klee, Paul Jenkins, Hans Hofman and Carlos Merida.

Discuss similarities and differences of these works of art.  Allow students to share their thoughts and ideas about non-objective art.  

Be sure to reinforce the importance of applying both the principles and elements of art to each individual painting.  How do they see the different elements and principles being used?

Identify how artists use color, shape, value, repetition, movement etc…

Today, students will create their own non-objective compositions using oil pastels.

Media:













10x21 white drawing paper

Triangle scrap from magazine for starting point

Glue stick

Drawing pencils

Oil pastels

Paper toweling for blending

Examples of work in progress

Reproductions of Non-objective art

Art Production: Oil Pastel Drawing









Design Theory: color blending, composition, and shape

Technique:

1. Students will select colored magazine triangle and decide where to place it on the drawing paper.  Glue into place with glue stick.

2. Looking at the placement of the magazine triangle, students will decide how to begin dividing up the space of their paper.  Stress the importance of a successful composition.  Have a plan!  Think about positive and negative space.  Consider shapes that will work well together and help to camouflage your triangle.

3. Next decide on a color palette while observing the colors of your triangle.  Practice blending colors in sketchbook to get the feel of the pastels and which colors help you achieve the colors in your triangle.  Don’t be afraid to introduce other colors, but be sure they work well with your design.

4. Remind students to layer color using the pastels and blending each layer with paper toweling.  This helps to smooth out the pastels and achieve a desired effect.

5. Encourage students to experiment with color blending and building up layers in their design.  The magazine scrap is just the starting point.

Art Heritage:











Students will view a number of works of art that represent the Non-objective style.

Closure:













After each class period, students should be sure that their name and section are placed on the back of their artwork.

Students will share their work through an informal class critique.  Discuss how and if mood affected their color selection throughout this lesson.
