“Paper Molas”
Grade Six

National Standards: #2 Using the elements of art and principles of design; #4 Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures; #6 Making connections between visual art and other disciplines.

Objectives:













1. The students will recognize and discuss the subject matter and style of molas made by the Kuna Indians.

2. The students will design his/her own design motif for a mola.

3. The students will define appliqué as it applies to the creation of a mola.

4. The students will develop skills in cutting and gluing layers of paper.

5. The students will demonstrate careful craftsmanship when drawing, cutting and gluing.

Motivation:













Class period #1

Distribute handout on molas and display an example of a Mola design.  Discuss the subject matter, the style of the motifs and share the history of the Kuna Indians through a handout.  What do the students know about the Kuna Indians? Read handout aloud and discuss the following questions:


What shapes and designs are common?


What do you notice about the color scheme?


How is the layered effect achieved?


How would you define appliqué?

Share an example of the project.  Explain and demonstrate how it was made.  Explain the process of appliqué.  How are the Kuna Indian’s molas like the collages you are about to make?  (layers of fabric vs. paper).  Your mola should have bright colors and original designs.  Take time for questions.
Class period #2
Review expectorations for today’s class period.  Stress a variety of color and layering when planning design.  Always stress good craftsmanship when cutting multiple shapes and attaching pieces together.

How might the background be designed?  Name different ideas for the background shapes as well as ideas for their main subject that might be layered. Suggest layering eyes, wings, etc…

Media:













Pencils

Erasers

Manila paper for pattern

12x18 colored construction paper

Scissors

Glue sticks

Scrap box for colored paper

Examples of student work in progress/complete

Handout on Kuna Indians

Visuals of Kuna Designs
Art Production – Design / Collage:









Design Theory: color, shape/unity, repetition, emphasis

Technique:

Class period #1 & #2
1. On practice paper, instruct the students to design a motif for a mola.  Allow them to check ideas with you to make sure they will be acceptable and large enough. The main subject should fill the middle of the 12x18 paper.  Some students who make the subject too small should use 2.  Think about color scheme as you plan your design.

2. Distribute construction paper.  The bright contrasting colors of the more complex designs seem to vibrate against one another. Think about your color choices.

3. After the original design/pattern is complete, cut out and select first layer for design.  Trace and cut out top layer.

4. Lay the first (top) layer onto another colored paper and drawing a ¼-1/2 inch border around the first layer.  THE TOP LAYER SHOULD BE GLUED TO THE SECOND COLOR TO PREVENT MOVING WHILE TRACING.
5. Cut out and repeat process at least 2 more times.  Be sure names are on the back of animal/motifs.

Class period #3

1. Return work from last class period.

2. Look at progress and determine class expectations for today’s class.  Students will begin to plan shapes for background.  Appliqué’s of other paper shapes must also be glued, traced and cut out in the same manner as the main motif.  Shapes should be layered and repeated to add unity to the design.
3. Lay out the entire design, large motif, and layered background shapes and arrange in the best possible composition.  Once approved by teacher, students may glue all pieces onto 12x18 colored backgrounds.  Stress neat gluing!
Art Heritage:











Kuna Indians:  See handout
Closure:













Clean up scraps.  Save paper that might be used again.  If the design is not complete, place all the loose pieces on the background.

Make sure names are written on the background.  
