“Decorative paste papers – Flag Books”
Grade six

National Standards: 1. Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes; 2. Using the elements of art and principles of design; 3. Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.
Objectives:













1. The students will use their imaginations to create beautifully decorated papers.

2. The students will learn about the history of the book through a power point presentation.
3. The students will recognize the mixing capabilities of paint and explore color theory as various colors are combined.

4. The students will gain an appreciation for the book as an art form.

5. The students will apply collage techniques as them assemble and embellish their books.
Motivation:













Day One:
Students will have a book placed on each table in the classroom.  Allow them to look at it when they come and ask them the question: (provide a variety of books – hardcover, baby cloth books, textbook, wooden books etc, sketchbooks, handmade books)
What do you have on your table?

How do you know it’s a book?

What characteristics must a book have in order for it to be a book?
Share power point on The Art of the Book and have student’s record notes in sketchbook.
Briefly discuss the history of the book up to the 21st century ending with artist’s books.

Explain that students will create their own variety of books known as flag books using decorative paste papers.  

Before they can begin, students must discover what paste paper is.
Begin by asking students if they have ever seen the inside of a really old book. Discuss how there is usually decorative paper on the inside of these books, both the front and back covers. (Share examples of books that have this decorative paper inside)
This paper is called paste paper.  Traditionally, is has been used as covering material and end papers for books since the 1600’s. They were popular during the 18th century in Germany and Italy and were first used in America during the 1750’s.  There are some book binders that still use these papers today.

Demonstrate procedures so students will be ready to create papers next class period.

Media:













For Paste Papers:
18 x 24 sturdy tag board (smooth and not very absorbent; the paper must be heavy enough to withstand weight of the paste in addition to being wet)

Variety of marking tools –paper clips, bulldog clips, paint scrapers, toothbrushes, Popsicle sticks

Ross Art paste

Tempera /acrylic paint

Foam brushes

Plastic spoons

Water containers

Squeeze bottles

Newspaper to cover tables

For Flag Books:

Decorative paste papers

Scissors
Decorative scissors (Fiskars)

Glues sticks

Rulers

Pencils

Bone folders

Handout on procedure for assembling flag books

Examples of flag books and other decorative art books

Art Production: Painting / Bookmaking

Design Theory:  color, pattern, implied texture, collage, unity

Technique:

Day One:

1. Have students work in pairs at their assigned tables.  Distribute the 18x24 card stock to students.  One student will paint at a time while the partner assists holding paper and adding more paint if necessary. Put name in the bottom corner with ultra fine sharpie. Place on newspaper covered tables.

2. Take sponge and wet down entire paper use the foam/sponge brushes.  Be sure not to soak paper, just wet evenly. ( partner can keep paper from rolling by holding flat)
3. Choose no more than 3 colors to use.  Begin with one color and place spoonful of paste/paint mixture onto paper.
4. Use the foam brush to cover the paper, creating designs while you work.  

5. Add a second and third color if you wish. You must work quickly and be sure to cover entire paper, especially near the edges.  

6. Use different marking tools to create a pattern into the paint.  You are not drawing a picture!  The designs should be repeated lines/marks that create an overall pattern in the paint.

7. When finished with one side, you and partner carefully carry work onto drying rack.

8. Recover work area, clean brush and begin on 2nd students’ paper.

Day Two:

1. The techniques will be the same for this class period as the first one, only students will be painting the other side of their paper.

2. Remind students to limit their color choices.  Suggest that they experiment with new colors and different marking tools to add variety to their papers.

3. Put aside to dry until next class period.

Day Three:

1. Distribute papers from last class already cut into correct pieces for assembly of book.

2. Explain to students that a large part of this project if following directions so as to correctly assemble books.

3. Distribute handout on putting together flag book.

4. Demonstrate procedure in front of the students and have them ask any questions while demonstrating. They should be able to follow direction to create the book on their own if necessary. 

5. Once the outside structure is complete, students will begin to cut flag shapes.  Encourage them to be creative with their designs and use good cutting skills.

6. Any left over scraps may be used to embellish the covers.  Students may also use the glitter glue on the covers only!  Explain the Less is More concept (
7. Be sure all names are on the outside back cover with sharpie!
Art History:













The first books were stone tablet covered with inscriptions chiseled on the surface.  Later, wet clay tablets were impressed with reeds and other tools to create characters and symbols – the beginning of written language.  Babylonians, Sumerians and Assyrians used this method to communicate and keep records.

The Egyptians wrote on a kind of paper made from the papyrus plant, a reed that grows on the banks of the Nile River.  The reeds were beaten flat, welding many pieces together to form a sheet. Parchment paper, made from animal skins was used to create both scrolls and folded manuscripts.  The scroll was convenient because it could hold a lot of written material. Scrolls and scroll holders were very decorative.
Later, instead of rolling paper into scrolls, the long sheets of paper were folded accordion style.  This kind of book could be opened up or looked at page by page.

People began to sew together the folded edges of accordion books and created the kind of books we read today.  Books bound on the left and read front to back are called Western Codex.
Closure:













Class period #1

1. Be sure all students have their name on the back of the tag board.

2. All paint should be covered up and saved for next class period when painting the backside of papers.

3. Students should help with clean up, remembering classroom and sink rules!

Class period #2

1. Students should label the newspaper their work is lying on for the next class period.  Both decorative paper and newspaper should be placed on drying rack for next class period.

2. All materials must be cleaned up and paint brushes thoroughly cleaned for next class.

3. Students should help with clean up, remembering classroom and sink rules!

Class period # 3

1. Students should sign their names somewhere on the back of their books using a fine sharpie marker.

2. All scraps should be saved in a separate box.

3. Return directions for making flag books to teacher if unwanted.

Evaluation:












1. Did the students create an interesting pattern on their paper?
2. Did the students limit their color choice to 3?
3. Did the students follow directions when putting together their book?
4. Did the students gain a better appreciation for the book as an art form?
