“Egyptian Metal Tooling” 
Grade Six
National Standards : #1 Understanding and applying media, techniques and processes; #4 Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures; #6 Making the connections between visual art and other disciplines.

Objectives:












1. Students will begin to develop an awareness of Egyptian art and its importance.

2. Students will learn that art is an important way for people to express their ideas and beliefs about the world.

3. Students will recognize what looks Egyptian in Egyptian art.

4. Students will gain competence in using art media and processes to create a metal relief sculpture representative of daily life in Egypt.

5. Students will broaden their art vocabulary as they define gesture, relief sculpture, and hieroglyphics.

Motivation:











Day One:

Begin by introducing the new project on Egyptian art by making a connection to the students Social Studies unit on Egypt.

Students will view a 10 minute video clip depicting images of Ancient Egyptian Art.   Using their sketchbooks, students will record characteristics of Egyptian art while watching and listening to the video. 

(While students are viewing video, place Egyptian art visuals at their tables including a large piece of paper for list and black permanent marker.)

Upon completion of video, students will work in small groups (tables) to generate a list of key characteristics specific to the Egyptian art reproductions they will find at their tables.   Each group of students will share their ideas and the art works with the class in a short presentation.    Encourage them to work cooperatively and really discuss the works of art they are looking at.  

Allow all students to share information with the class.  This is best done with all students sitting in a group/semi-circle at the front of the room.
Day Two:
Review characteristics of Egyptian art discussed last class period.  

Display reproductions of Egyptian Relief Sculptures and discuss the specific characteristics evident in those works of art. Define the artwork as relief sculpture. How is it different from sculpture in the round? How is it the same?

Looking specifically at the subject matter of Egyptian art, we see much of their daily activities are depicted in their artwork.  How do they show this in their artwork?  

Ask for 3 volunteers to come up and pantomime a scene that would be similar to an Egyptian painting.  Direct student’s attentions to the gesture of each pose, having them “freeze” the action.  Point out the different lines formed by bodies, arms and legs.

It is this same gesture that the artist uses to identify movement in their artwork.

Explain that students will be creating their own relief sculptures using the characteristics of Egyptian art while connecting it to the study of Egyptian history discussed in Mr. G’s class.  Students will select an Egyptian occupation to research for social studies class using the same occupation as the motivation for their relief sculpture.  

Day Three & Day Four (may take longer):

Review concepts discussed and set expectations for the class period.

Students should complete sketches and be prepared to transfer drawings onto the metal tooling foil.

Demonstrate procedures for developing relief into the foil. 

Day Five:

Discuss common Egyptian symbols and demonstrate how to create a repeated pattern of an Egyptian symbol on a black matt frame.  Introduce the process of antiquing metal and demonstrate procedures.  

Both activities will take place during class in rotating groups.

Day Six:

Discuss the use of color in Egyptian art work and allow students to add color to their work after the antiquing process is complete.   Students should work from a limited color palette using permanent sharpie’s and a paper towel to remove the excess color.
Media:













9 x 12 white drawing paper (50lb) 

Drawing pencils

Rulers

Erasers

9 x 12 brass tooling foil (one per student) 

Wooden stylus

Antiquing Solution

Scotch pads

Rubber gloves

Safety glasses

Plastic tub for chemical

Hair dryer

Permanent colored Sharpies

Paper-toweling 

Masking tape

Magazines (4-6 per student)

​Books on Egyptian Art and History

Handout on Egyptian Art

Video on Egyptian Art

Examples of project in various stages and completed

Art Production: Relief Sculpture









Design Theory: line, balance, composition

Technique:

Day Two:
1. Distribute handouts of Egyptian art and 9 x 12 white drawing papers. 

2. Students will begin drawing that depicts the daily activities of Egyptian life.

3. Create a 1” boarder using ruler and pencil.

4. Within boarder, plan design to include Egyptian stylized figures in poses/gestures specific to activity.

5. Students should think about placement of figures, size and overall composition of drawing. Remind students that Egyptian art has little negative space.  Students may place hieroglyphics within that negative space.

6. Keep shapes simple, focusing on contour lines.  NO SHADING in drawing.

7. Remind students that space/depth is not necessary – keep figures on the same base line of drawing.
8. Be sure name and section are on the back of all drawings.

Day Three & Four:
1. Distribute drawings from last class period.

2. Those that are completed will begin transferring design onto metal tooling foil.
3. Carefully tape the edges of the foil and the drawing onto the 9 x 12 brass foil.

4. Place foil on top of 4-6 magazines to create a cushioned surface.  (thick Styrofoam works great)
Using wooden stylus, students will begin to outline their drawing pressing firmly over the lines of their drawing to create an indentation on the foil.

5. After all lines are outlined, remove paper drawing.

Continue to build up the relief by retracing over lines on the front and the spaces on the back with various amounts of pressure, creating a more pronounced relief.

6. Encourage students to work slowly and evenly when outlining previous lines and pressing into the negative space.
Sign name and section on masking tape to place on back of design.

Day Five:
1. Distribute work from last class period.
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Demonstrate procedures for creating frames and antiquing metal.  Students will work with a partner to complete the antiquing process.  The remainder of students will work on the frames until they are called to do the antiquing.

Begin with the demonstration on the frames.  Students should experiment by drawing a variety of symbols on a strip of tag board the same dimensions as the frame.  Use pencil for drawing and once you select your favorite, cut out in rectangle shape.

3. Lay on top of black mat beginning in the upper left-hand corner.  Using a ball-point pen or stylus, press over the pencil lines causing an indentation in the matt board.  
4. Remove and using a gold pen, carefully trace over the indented lines to create a gold pattern.  Move to the right and repeat the same steps until the entire frame is filled.
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Demo procedures for the antiquing process.  Have students gather around the sink area for demonstration.  Be sure all supplies are set up for display ahead of time.

Students should first put on latex gloves and safety glasses.  

Wash metal foil in soapy water to remove any oil from their fingerprints.

Rinse with HOT water and carefully place into tub of Antiquing Solution.

Explain that the chemicals will oxidize and blacken the brass metal.  Allow metal to sit in chemicals until the count of 10.

Pick up metal and allow remaining chemicals to drip off.  

Air dry, or use blow dryer to speed up the process.

6. Using a scotch pad, gently rub over the raised surface removing the blackening solution and allowing the black areas to remain in the recessed lines of the design.
Day Six: (optional)

1. Students may use permanent colored Sharpie’s to add color to their work.  Talk to students regarding a limited color palette and compare to the Egyptian work they’ve seen in books and other images.  Do not go overboard with color as it will diminish the authenticity of Egyptian related artwork.
2. Complete working on frames and mount artwork on the back using masking tape.

Closure:












After each class period, students should be sure that their name and section are placed on the back of their work using a piece of masking tape.

Review key characteristics of Egyptian art before students are allowed to leave class.

Art History:

















Egyptian Art

See the following website from Mr. G’s Home page.


 HYPERLINK "http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html" 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html


