	Criterion
	5

(18-20pts.)
	4

(16-17 pts.)
	3

(14-15 pts.)
	2

(12-13 pts.)
	1

(0-11 pts.)

	Clarity
	Completely clear; 

No ambiguity
	Mostly clear;

Little ambiguity
	Fairly clear;

Some ambiguity
	Seldom clear;

Often confusing
	Extremely confusing

	Thesis
	Logical & insightful
	Logical;

Relatively interesting
	Logical;

Mundane
	Illogical or

More than one idea
	No main point

	Unity
	Everything relates to thesis
	One or two parts don’t relate to thesis
	A few parts don’t relate to thesis
	Many parts wander from thesis
	Parts wander from thesis and topic

	Coherence
	Totally logical progression; Insightful closure
	Generally logical progression; Respectable closure
	Basically logical progression; Decent closure
	Generally illogical progression;

Weak closure
	Little or no logical progression; Lacks closure

	Development
	Excellent support for thesis
	Solid support for thesis
	Fair support for thesis
	Little support for thesis
	No support for thesis

	Voice
	 Inner Voice Very Strong/Clear
	Inner Voice Strong/Clear
	Inner Voice Sometimes Strong/Clear
	Inner Voice Seldom Apparent
	No Inner Voice Comes Through

	Images
	Has 10 or more  solid images
	Has 8-9 solid images
	Has 6-7 solid images 
	Has 4-5 solid images
	Has three or fewer images

	Mood
	Has 10 or more solid mood words
	Has 8-9 strong mood words
	Has 6-7 strong mood words
	Has 4-5 strong mood words 
	Has three or fewer mood words

	Sound
	Has 10 or more instances of sound
	Has 8-9 instances of sound
	Has 6-7 instances of sound
	Has 4-5 instances of sound
	Has three or fewer instances of sound

	Simile or

Metaphor
	Has logical, creative extended sim/met
	Has logical, creative sim/met or logical extended sim/met
	Has logical sim/met
	Has mundane, trite, or illogical sim/met
	Has no sim/met


