RUBRIC – ESSAYS

Clarity: Ideally (20 points), every statement in the essay is clear.  There should be no confusing or ambiguous statements.
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Thesis: Ideally (20 points), the thesis is clear, logical, insightful, and creative.
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Topic Sentences: Ideally (20 points), each topic sentence is clear, logical, insightful, and creative, and it logically relates to the thesis.

20   19   18   17   16   15   14   13   12   11   10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1   0

Unity: Ideally (20 points), not only is there unity between the thesis and each topic sentence, but every statement in each body paragraph relates to both the thesis and topic sentence of that paragraph.
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Coherence: Ideally (20 points) the essay possesses all three types of coherence: word coherence, sentence coherence, and paragraph coherence.  In each sentence the order of words should be logical, in each paragraph the order of sentences should be logical, and the order of paragraphs in the essay should be logical.
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Rubric – Essays

Development: Ideally, (20 points), the topic sentence in each paragraph, and, by extension, the thesis, is developed through the use of examples, reasons, facts, details, and/or anecdotes.  
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Tone: Ideally, (20 points), the writer’s attitude and approach is appropriate given the topic and thesis, and it is consistent.
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Word Choice: Ideally (20 points), all words are used correctly, the essay includes numerous images and mood words that add spice/flavor to the piece, and the level of diction demonstrates an appropriate level of maturity.
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Creativity: Ideally (20 points), the essay demonstrates imagination and originality in terms of ideas/concepts and approach.
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Mechanics: Ideally (20 points), the essay includes no run on sentences or sentence fragments, it should have flawless use of capitalization and punctuation, and all words should be spelled correctly.
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