ISSUES/CONCEPTS RELATED TO ACT
Active/Passive (A/P):  Whenever possible, use active voice rather than passive.  ( “The boy hit the ball over the fence” is preferable to “The ball was hit over the wall by the boy.”)
Adjective/adverb (Adj/adv):  Remember that adjectives describe nouns or pronouns and adverbs generally describe verbs though they can also describe adjectives or other adverbs.  Also, words that end in “ly” are almost always adverbs.
Ambiguous Pronoun Reference (Amb.pron.):  It should be obvious to what noun or previous pronoun a pronoun refers.  (“Paul reminded Jack that he owed him twenty dollars” is ambiguous because it’s not clear who owes whom the twenty dollars.)

Comma:  Remember to extend/exaggerate the pause to determine if you need a comma.  Also, a word or group of words set off by commas at both ends can normally be deleted without changing the basic meaning of the sentence.  (“The speaker told that audience, however, that they need not be concerned about his pessimistic prediction.”)

Fragment (Frag):  Make sure that the group of words expresses a complete thought.  The number of words doesn’t matter; what matters is whether the words contain a subject and a verb and express a complete thought.

ACT Issues & Concepts

It’s/its:  “It’s” always stands for “it is.”  “Its” is always possessive.  (“Its’” does not exist.)

Key Idea:  The question itself contains key idea words.  It may also direct you to a sentence or group of words that also contains key idea words.  You need to be able to identify these key idea words.
Main Idea:  The question may relate to the main idea of the passage. (“The writer was assigned…….Did the writer succeed?”)

Misplaced Modifier:  When a participial phrase begins a sentence, it must describe what immediately follows.  (“While watching the movie, I enjoyed the taste of the popcorn,” makes sense, but “While watching the movie, the popcorn tasted great” does not because the popcorn was not watching the movie.)

Paragraph Coherence:


The order of paragraphs in the essay must be logical.  Pay particular attention to the first and last sentences of each paragraph to determine which paragraph should follow which.

Paragraph Unity:  Everything in a paragraph must relate to both the topic and the main idea of the paragraph.  If something does not relate, it does not belong and should be deleted.
ACT Issues & Concepts
Parallel Structure: (ll)  If one has a series of two or more in a sentence, the structure should be the same.  (“My goals for next summer are to join a tennis club, to read at least five books, and to get a nice tan.”)

Pronoun/Antecedent (P/A):  A pronoun must agree with its antecedent in terms of being singular or plural.  (“Everyone on my soccer team believes she should start.”)
Relationship (Rel):  Transition words are used to identify or clarify the relationship between what comes before the word or phrase and what comes after it.  The relationship could be cause and effect (“therefore,” “thus,” “consequently”), comparison (“too,” “also,” “likewise”) contrast (“however,” “although”), or many other possibilities.

Run On Sentences (RO):  If you have two or more complete thoughts, you have three legitimate options.  You can use a period followed by a capital, you can use a semi-colon followed by a lower case letter, or you can use a comma followed by a conjunction.  You may not simply separate complete thoughts by a comma (comma splice) or by no mark of punctuation at all.

Semi-colon (;):  A semi-colon is used the same way a period is used, to separate two complete thoughts if they are closely related. (“My favorite food is pizza; my least favorite food is spinach.”)

ACT Issues & Concepts

Sentence Coherence (Sent. Coh):  The order of sentences in a paragraph must be logical.  Look for relationship words to determine the logical order.

Simplify (Simp):  Avoid redundancy, lack of unity, and wordiness.  Remember two thirds to three fourths of the time you see “Omit,” it’s the correct answer.  Also, many times the shortest option is the correct answer.
Subject Verb Agreement (S/V):  Singular subject demand singular verbs, and plural subjects require plural verbs.  Watch out for situation involving prepositional phrases between the subject and verb.  Remember, no subject or verb will be found in a prepositional phrase. (“One of the reasons for the loss was a lack of preparation.”)

Tense:  Use appropriate tense.  Use context cues to determine the correct tense.  Make sure you watch for parallel structure.
Topic Sentence (TS):  The sentence, usually at the beginning of the paragraph, will state or imply the main idea of the paragraph.  Be able to identify the key idea words.

Word Coherence (Word Coh):  The order of words in a sentence must make sense.  Remember to try to keep modifiers (adjectives and adverbs) as close as possible to words that they modify.
