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INTRO TO PROGRAMMING (Single Semester course-offered both semesters)

This class is an elective for 7th and 8th grade students who have a definite interest in learning some of the basics about using a programming language. No prior programming experience is required.  This is a graded course and will meet twice during the six-day cycle.  Students in this class will learn the basics of Logo and Visual Basic 6.0. The primary goal will be to understand and learn to apply sequential programming. Students will learn to write programs in which each command logically follows the next to solve problems. They will also learn to combine elementary commands to create higher-level commands, resulting in visual animations in MicroWorlds Pro and an ability to create simple Windows applications in Visual Basic.  The 2004-2005 school year marks the fourth year that this elective is being offered in the Middle School.
DIGITAL VIDEO EDITING (Single Semester course-offered both semesters)

This elective course for 7th and 8th grade students will teach the process involved with shooting video, transferring video to a computer, and then editing the video using iMovie4 video editing software.  Students in the class will have the opportunity to learn how to handle and operate a digital video camera.  They’ll also learn several basic filming techniques.  Students will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis.  Class participants will need to supply $35 worth of supplies—all supplies may be purchased in the school store.  This class will meet twice during each 6 day cycle.  The 2004-2005 school year is the third year that this elective is being offered in the Middle School.
WEB ANIMATION (Single Semester course offered in fall and spring semesters)
This elective course for 7th and 8th grade students will teach students how to create animated files for use in web applications.  Students will begin the semester working with animations through the use of Paint Shop Pro and Animation Shop.  We’ll then explore the world of interactive animation through the use of the software program, Flash.  This class will meet twice during each six day cycle and students will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis.  The 2004-2005 school year marks the second year that this elective is being offered in the Middle School.
