
Egypt Research Project

1. Your assignment is to research the occupation (job) of an Egyptian adult.  

2. You may choose one of the occupations listed on the accompanying list.

3. Look through books on Ancient Egypt and Ancient Egypt websites for detailed information about your chosen occupation.  (A)Use the index of the book or books to help you find specifics about your occupation. (B) Mrs. Eppelsheimer has selected several good websites that may help you.  You must use at least two different sources for information, and at least one of these must be a book.  The other may be another book or a website or some other source.

4. Once you have found a useful book or a useful website (A) write down the complete bibliographic information about that book or website.  Use the sheets available in the USM library. Then (B) read the material and take careful notes on the information provided in the book or on the website.

5. Things to look for as you research:

A) What did a person with that job have to do every day?

B) Were there any special activities the person had to do in this job?

C) What clothes did the person wear?  Did the person have to wear any special clothes at any time?

D) What tools or materials did the person use?

E) What other people did the person encounter during the day on the job? (For example: customers, a boss, a co-worker, family, etc.)

F) Where did the person do the job?  At a shop or at home?  In the fields?  At various places from time to time?

G) What critical incidents did the person encounter?

H) Any other information that might be useful.

6. Once you have taken careful notes and assembled all the material, you should make out a graphic organizer, either a jot list form, or a web, or inspiration or something similar.  This will help you organize your ideas before you write. You must hand in a completed graphic organizer with your final draft.
7. Writing:  You are to pretend that you are an ancient Egyptian adult who has the occupation you researched.  You must write a diary about your ancient Egyptian life and job. You must write in the first person giving your thoughts and feeling about the job and the people and things associated with it.

A) You may write a single day’s diary entry or several diary entries for several days or weeks on the job.

B) You must date each different diary entry using an Ancient Egyptian dating format.  For example you might write, “The first day of Shemu during the second year of the rule of King Khufu” or “The fifty-third day of Peret during the twentieth year of the rule of Pharaoh Pepi II.”  (Be sure that the Pharaoh you choose is appropriate for the occupation you are describing in your diary.  If you are building a pyramid, don’t have the Pharaoh be one who did not have a pyramid.)

C) Write your diary so it is sounds like an Ancient Egyptian with that job writing his or her private thoughts in a diary. (Assume the diary has been translated into English, and assume that the person could write).  If you talk to other people, record the conversation in your diary using quotation marks and other proper punctuation. Do not make your diary sound like you are a modern student writing a report to complete an assignment. 

D) It should sound like a story, not just a description of typical daily events.  It should have a critical incident near the beginning of the story and then have the remainder of the diary show how the characters react to this incident.

E) Characters should talk.  This should be written in dialogue format using quotations and proper quotation punctuation.

8. Title your diary in some interesting way.  (Do not title it “My Diary” or something dull like that.)  Type the title across the center of the first page above the rest of the diary using 12 point font.

9. Type your first and last name in the upper right hand corner of the first page of your diary.  Do not type anything else there, such as History or Sixth Grade or the date.  If your diary is more than one page, staple the second page to the first.

10. Your diary must contain no more than two pages.  It must be typed, double spaced, in black ink with 12-point font and a font that is normal looking, not elaborate or extraordinary.  Be sure to edit it for spelling, grammar and punctuation mistakes.  Be sure to read it over yourself before handing it in to make sure you caught all the mistakes.

11. SAVE EVERYTHING YOU TYPE ON A DISK OR HARD DRIVE OR NETWORK SPACE AND CLEARLY LABEL THE FILE!  You will have a chance to revise and rewrite.

12. On a separate sheet of paper, type a formal bibliography and staple it to the end of the diary.  Alphabetize the bibliographic entries by the first word of each entry.  You must follow the MLA rules in writing your bibliography. You must use the following web site to make correct bibliographic citations for each entry, using the MLA format on the web site.  Then you must also alphabetize your bibliography by cutting and pasting each entry onto a word document. Print a finalized bibliography to be handed in.  Here is the Bibliography citation web site entitled Son of Citation Machine.  Its URL: http://citationmachine.net/
13. All work must be done on 8.5” x 11” pieces of paper.  Do not use any other “special” paper.

14. One typical punctuation mistake 6th graders make is not correctly punctuating compound and complex sentences.  Familiarize yourself with the rules for these.  Also, sixth graders often make the mistake of writing run-ons and comma splices.  Learn what these mistakes are and avoid them.

15. No late work will be accepted.  Excuses about computer problems of any sort will not be accepted. You must learn to get your work done by the deadlines!  

Occupations You May Research:

1. Vizier

2. Scribe

3. Priest

4. Soldier

5. Brick maker

6. Brick layer

7. Mason

8. Carpenter

9. Potter

10. Fisherman

11. Grain farmer

12. Hunter

13. Embalmer

14. Teacher

15. Furniture maker

16. Weaver/clothing maker

17. Musician

18. Cook

19. Jewelry maker

20. Beautician

21. Sculptor

22. Painter

23. Mathematician

24. Ship/sail maker

25. Trader

26. Doctor

27. Astronomer

28. (Some other job, but only with Mr. G’s permission)

