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Dear 8th Grade World Music Drumming Parent,
Welcome to World Music Drumming!  An exciting year of music-making, development and energy is before us.  The drumming students have made a strong start to the year.  We are rehearsing a variety of ensembles; students work each class on their technique, improvisation and composition skills.
[image: image2.wmf]This year, drumming students have two required performances:
Tuesday, January 23
Middle School Winter Choral & World Music Drumming Concert

USM Theatre ~ 7 pm

Tuesday, May 15

Middle School Spring Choral & World Music Drumming Concert

USM Theatre ~ 7 pm
What if my family has a conflict with a concert date?

Please note that concerts are the showcase of all our hard work, and therefore are mandatory.  Even one student missing from a performance impacts the quality of the whole.  There is no “bench”; every person makes a difference!  If your child has a conflict with a performance, please contact me as soon as possible.  Excepting illness, written or verbal notice prior to one week before the concert is expected.  

Students excused from a performance will be expected to complete a project in lieu of attending the event.  It is not a replacement for the learning and growth that only takes place during public performances, but can still provide a valuable experience.  I will give your child a variety of project options and together, we will agree upon a reasonable due date.  For more information on the concert attendance policy, please link to my website from www.usmk12.org.
What should my child wear at the concert?

[image: image3.wmf]In order to highlight our professionalism, show a “team” concept through a standard of dress, demonstrate that we’re serious about our music and encourage a high level of excellence in both behavior and musicianship, the concert attire for all three performances follows the international standard for student performing groups:

Finally…

I welcome all families to visit my website from www.usmk12.org.  There you can find the concert calendar, other musical opportunities and more information about what your child is learning in class.
Feel free to contact me when any questions arise.  
I am thrilled to be teaching your child and look forward to a fantastic year of musical learning together!
Miriam Altman
maltman@usmk12.org
414-540-3230


Please sign and return this portion to Ms. Altman.
I understand the concert attendance policy and what my child should wear at the concerts.  
The performance calendar has been especially noted.

_______________________________________
Student Name(s) & Grade(s)

_______________________________________
Signature of Parent

Date _____________

USM Middle School World Music Drumming





Boys


White collared shirt


Tie (any pattern)


Black or dark navy pants


Dark socks


Dark shoes





Girls


White blouse, top or sweater


Black or dark navy skirt or pants (skirt must be of appropriate length)


Dark socks (if wearing pants)


Dark shoes








